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Literacy Fund Grant
APPLICATION WORKSHEET
SCHOOL INFORMATION 
 
1. Full Name of School: ______________________________________________________ 
 
2. Full Address of School: ___________________________________________________ 
                                                  (No. & Street Name) 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
City			       Province 					Postal Code 
 
3. Grades served by your school: _______________ 
 
4. Number of students at your school in eligible Grade levels (JK to 8)? ______ 
 
5. School Board or other Affiliation: ___________________________________________ 
 
◻ I hearby indicate that the above listed school board/affiliated organization has been informed of and granted permission to submit this application to the Indigo Love of Reading Literacy Fund Grant.

6. Does your school board have charitable status? ◻ Yes   ◻   No 
If they check yes, please indicate chartitable registry number

7. Official web address of your school: ____________________________________

8. Social media links for your school (OPTIONAL)
· Facebook						
· Twitter							
· Instagram						
· LinkedIn						
· Other							

 
9. Does your school board have a literacy strategy?  ◻ Yes   ◻   No 
 
10. Does your school board or affiliated education authority have a Diversity, Inclusion and Equity strategy to support your staff and students?  This question exists for information-gathering purposes and will not affect your eligibility  ◻ Yes   ◻   No 
 
 
11. The Indigo Love of Reading Foundation defines a high-needs school as a Canadian publicly funded elementary school that receives at least 80% of its funding from the provincial or federal government. Does this accurately represent your school funding situation?   
◻ Yes   ◻   No 
 
If no, please indicate your school’s alternate forms of funding 
 
 
 
Source: ______________ Percentage of funding:_________ 
Source: ______________ Percentage of funding:_________ 
Source: ______________ Percentage of funding:_________ 
 
 
Schools will also be asked to provide contact details for the principal and any other main contact. 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
The Indigo Love of Reading Foundation partners winning schools with an Indigo store to provide assistance using grant funds and for hosting special events. 
 
In the event that your school is selected as a 2023 grant recipient, what store location would you like to be partnered with? 
 
Store Name & Address: ____________________________________________________ 
                                                 (e.g. Chapters Point Claire, 1234 Point Claire Drive, Red Deer, Alberta) 
 
For a list of all stores see: https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/home/storelocator/ 
 
Have you previously applied for a Literacy Fund Grant?   ◻ Yes   ◻   No  


If yes, indicate what year(s) you applied: _____________ 
 
Is your school a French speaking school:  
◻ Yes   ◻   No  
 
If yes, do you have an English speaking staff member available for correspondence via phone?   
◻ Yes   ◻   No  
 
How did you find out about the Indigo Love of Reading Foundation? (Check all that apply) 

◻ loveofreading.org 
◻ indigo.ca 
◻ In an Indigo, Chapters or Coles store 
◻ Adopt a School program 
◻ A former Love of Reading  
  Literacy Fund grant   
 recipient or applicant 
 
◻ The Indigo Love of Reading Community Response Fund program 
◻ School Board/Trustee 
◻ Other ______________ 

ADOPT A SCHOOL PROGRAM OPT-IN
Does your school elect to be considered for participation in the 2023 Adopt A School program?
◻ Yes/No

If applicant checks “Yes”:

Please select an Indigo store that you would like to partnered with for the 2023 Adopt A School program:
 
Store Name & Address: ____________________________________________________ 
                                                 (e.g. Chapters Point Claire, 1234 Point Claire Drive, Red Deer, Alberta) 
 
For a list of all stores see: https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/home/storelocator/ 



SECTION A: DEMOGRAPHIC CRITERIA 		 
 	 
1. What percentage of your students are performing at or above the provincial standard for reading? 
 
Please specify the source that you are relying upon when answering this question. 
 
At your school:____________ Source: _______________________ 
In your province:___________ Source: _______________________ 
 
2. What percentage of your students are performing at or above the provincial standard for writing? 
 
Please specify the source that you are relying upon when answering this question. 
 
At your school:____________ Source: ___________________ 
In your province:____________ Source__________________ 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

3. Please describe your school community and your primary reason for applying for this grant (in 250 words or less)


4. Please share any other relevant information about your school community and why you feel it would benefit from a Love of Reading Literacy Fund Grant.  

Feel free to share the following information* (to the best of your ability) to help paint a picture of the scope of need faced by students and families in your school community:
  
· Average Median family income within your school community
· The percentage of lone-parent (also referred to as single parent) families in your school community
· The percentage of students in your school community that speak a language other than French or English in the home 
· The percentage of students in your school community that self-identify as Indigenous (i.e., Aboriginal, First Nations, Métis or Inuit) 
· The percentage of people/families in your school community who have a post-secondary certificate, diploma, or degree (e.g. university, trade school, college, etc.) 
· The percentage of people who moved from one residence to another at least once in the last year (e.g., family moved to a new apartment) 
· The percentage of your students’ families need financial support to buy school supplies and/or enable their child to participate in school activities (e.g. field trips and clubs)? 
· The percentage of students that access nutrition programs through your school 
· Any special learning designations or indexes such as the TDSB Learning Opportunities Index (LOI) that apply to your school 
  
*For any metrics provided, you must state the source of this information. This can be derived from a number of sources, eg. Census data (Stats Can), family/caregiver community surveys, school board data, etc. 


 


 
SECTION B: LIBRARY STATUS							 
 
Please check the box that appropriately answers the following questions on your library’s status. 


1. Does your school have a school library?  

· Yes  
· No 
 
2. If your school has a school library, who is responsible for its operation (check all that apply): 
 
· Librarian 🡪 Full time/Part time 
· Teacher-Librarian🡪 Full time/Part time 
· Librarian-Technician 🡪 Full time/Part time 
· Parent/community volunteer 🡪 Full time/Part time 
 
3. If your school has a school library, how many hours is it open per week? 
 
· 31 hours or more  
· 21 to 30 hours   
· 11 to 20 hours 
· less than 10 hours 
 
4. What percentage of classrooms at your school have classroom libraries? 
 
· 0-25% 
· 26-50% 
· 51-75% 
· 76-100% 
 
5. What is your school’s total operating budget (not including salaries and capital expenditures)?  
 
6. What was the total library budget for books last year, including both school and classroom libraries?  
 
7. What percentage of your school’s library budget (including both school and classroom libraries) comes from fundraising initiatives at your school?

· 0-25%
· 26-50%
· 51-75%
· 76-100% 

 
8. Based on the information you have provided, the approximate dollar amount spent on books per student last year should be _____.  Is this correct? 
 
· Yes 
· No 
 
If not, what is the accurate number, and what is the reason for this difference? 
 
9. What is the average age of library books in your school? (Please refer to publication date when calculating)  
 
10. How many kilometers from your school is the nearest public library or community centre where students can borrow books?: _____KM 
 
 
 
SECTION C: CURRENT AND FUTURE STATE OF LITERACY PROGRAMMING AT YOUR SCHOOL 
 
The Indigo Love of Reading Foundation Literacy Fund Grant is awarded over a three(3) year period through a credit of  90% of the total grant amount held in a corporate account with Indigo for the purchase of books and e-readers at a discounted rate. The remaining 10% of the grant is presented to the school via cheque to be used for other literacy initiatives. (ex. $10,000 grant = $9,000 credit with Indigo, $1000 cheque) 


PART 1: CURRENT STATE OF LITERACY PROGRAMMING AT YOUR SCHOOL

Please describe the current school-wide program(s) put in place at your school to encourage literacy that you would like to see enhanced through the literacy fund grant.  For each program, please provide a brief description of the program itself and the literacy challenges the program is addressing. Feel free to provide examples of principal and/or staff leadership in developing and advancing your school’s literacy goals through your current programming.


PART 2: FUTURE STATE OF LITERACY PROGRAMMING AT YOUR SCHOOL

Please describe how you envision the literacy fund grant enriching the existing program(s) you identified in Part 1.
OPTIONAL: Feel free to use this section to identify how the literacy fund grant would help to build out new literacy programs at your school.

Please be as detailed as possible when describing how funding books for books and/or discretionary cash funding would help to either enhance an existing literacy program OR help to build out a new program at your school over the 3-year granting period.  



SECTION D: LITERACY SUPPORT STRUCTURE

1. Does your school have a literacy committee? If so, please describe the role of the committee, its activities and its membership. (ie. representation from staff, parents, students, and other community members) 

2. Turnover Plan:  
 
Many schools will experience turnover in key roles (e.g. principal, librarian, educators on the literacy team) in the course of the three year Literacy Fund grant. Describe the transition plan that you would put into place in the event that your school is selected as a grant recipient and some of these key people change.  
 

SECTION E: ENRICHING THE ECOSYSTEM OF LEARNING AT YOUR SCHOOL 
 
In this section, we are inquiring if there are any specific curriculum areas you are seeking to enhance through the books provided in this grant. This information is gathered to support the Foundation in providing schools with free access to thematic book lists, curriculum linked book guides, professional learning opportunities and specialized trainings on these topics should schools be interested in pursuing them. You will not be scored on this section.   

	Please select all thematic areas of learning that you are seeking to enhance through books  provided in this grant:


	· Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DE&I): providing educational opportunities that are based on the principles of acceptance and inclusion of all students (eg. BIPOC, LGBTQ2S+, Newcomer, children with disabilities, etc,). Students see themselves reflected in their curriculum, their physical surroundings, and the broader environment, in which diversity is honoured and all individuals are respected. 
	If applicant selects Diversity and Inclusion- include drop-down menu and text field: 
· Feel free to identify specific resources that the foundation could provide in this area of learning  (Optional) 

	· Reconciliation and/or Indigenous knowledge: Educators and schools have the responsibility to increase students’ knowledge and understanding of First Nation, Metis and Inuit histories, cultures, contributions and perspectives. By beginning to grapple with the realities of Canada’s dark legacy of the residential school system, students (and educators) have an opportunity to begin their journey towards reconciliation. 

	If applicant selects Reconciliation and/or Indigenous knowledge- include drop down menu:  
· Feel free to identify specific resources that the foundation could provide in this area of learning  (Optional)



	· Environmental Literacy: Equipping young learners with the right books and tools helps to teach them about natural systems, environmental issues and ensure responsible environmental stewardship. 
	If applicant selects Environmental Literacy- include drop down menu: 
· Feel free to identify specific resources that the foundation could provide in this area of learning  (Optional)



	· STEM programming: by studying and applying Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math concepts, students develop their transferable skills, such as critical thinking and collaboration to meet the demands of today’s global society and economy. 

	If applicant selects STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math)- include drop-down menu:  
· Feel free to identify specific resources that the foundation could provide in this area of learning  (Optional)


	· “OTHER”
	If applicant selects OTHER- include drop down menu: 
· Feel free to identify specific resources that the foundation could provide in this area of learning  (Optional)





 
SECTION F: COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 
 
At the Indigo Love of Reading  Foundation we truly value youth  voice, and  ask that you use this portion of the application as an opportunity to share a creative project that highlights your school’s need for additional funding and your vision for how the grant would support transformational change around literacy at your school. There are two options for the community involvement component:  
 
1. A video that captures the values of your school and its commitment to literacy. As a suggestion, it can include interviews with members of your community, such as teachers, librarians, parents, students (a maximum length of 5 minutes); OR  
 
2. Letters from members of your community, such as teachers, librarians, parents and students that share the impact that the library has on the school and its children (a maximum of 5 letters). You’re welcome to include photos. 
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